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1. Introduction

Legislation created under the Medicines Act 1968 lists certain Prescription Only
Medicines (POMSs) that registered ambulance paramedics are allowed to administer
parentally, having been given the appropriate training.

On 9™ August 2000 legislation came into force which allows drugs not included in the
statutory list to be administered by registered health professionals under a Patient
Group Direction (PGD). A PGDI is a specifically written instruction for the supply or
administration of a named medicine in an identified clinical situation. It applies to
groups of patients or other service users who may not be individually identified before
presentation for treatment.

2. Scope
This policy applies to the administration of drugs, identified under PGD, to patients and
service users by registered LAS health care professionals. Specifically defining
responsibilities of LAS staff, content of PGDs.
3. Objectives
1. To provide a clear policy on the supply and administration of medicines under
PGDs.

4. Responsibilities

4.1  Medical Director
It will be the responsibility of the Medical Director to:

= ensure that all PGDs are reviewed according to the review date set or sooner if
there is a change in drug information and/or prescribing guidance.

= ensure that staff operating within PGDs are competent in the management of
patients to which specific directions apply.

4.2  Staff using PGDs

Before using a drug under a PGD it is the responsibility of that member of staff to that they
are either:

= An Emergency Care Practitioner employed by the London Ambulance Service NHS
Trust, and:

= Has undertaken appropriate training to carry out clinical assessment of patient
leading to diagnosis that requires treatment according to the indications listed in this
PGD, and:
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Has undertaken the Nature of Physical Assessment, Clinical Decision Making,
Pharmacology and two other modules of the London Ambulance Service NHS Trust
Emergency Care Practitioner Course, and:

Has undertaken appropriate training for working under PGDs for the supply and
administration of medicines

Or

Has been approved by either the Medical Director or the Assistant Medical Director
— Primary Care following a process of accreditation of prior experience / learning

5. Definitions

5.1

5.2

6.1

6.2

6.3

7.1

Registered Paramedic

A registered paramedic is defined as a person whose name appears on the
Paramedic Register maintained by the Health Professions Council under the Health
Professions Order 2001.

Registered Nurse

A registered nurse is defined as a person whose name appears on the Nurse
Register maintained by the Nursing and Midwifery Council under the Nursing and
Midwifery Order 2001.

Patient Group Directives (PDG) can only be utilized by members of LAS staff who
are Registered Paramedics, Registered Nurses or other selected health care
professionals registered with one of the UK statutory health regulatory bodies, and
have undertaken specific training in the use of PGDs.

They will be signed by the Chief Executive, the Medical Director and a Senior
Pharmacist. They must also contain the names and designations of at least two
peer reviewers. All Patient Group Directions will include an implementation date and
review date. All PGDs will be signed by the Chief Executive, the Medical Director
and a Senior Pharmacist. They must also contain the names and designations of at
least two peer reviewers and include an implementation date and review date.

Only medicines with a marketing authorisation for use in the group of patients
specified will be administered under a Patient Group Direction. A PGD can be used
for certain controlled drugs. The National Prescribing Centre is the source to be
used when formulating a PGD for a controlled drug, (www.npc.co.uk).

Contents of PGDs

Each PGD will include the following:

= The name of the Trust to which the direction applies
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8.

8.1

8.3

9.1

= The date when the direction comes into force, the date it expires and the review
date

= A description of the medicine(s) to which the direction applies, including legal
classification

= The clinical conditions or situation to which the direction applies
= The class of health professional who may supply or administer the medicine(s)

= Circumstances in which a patient must be excluded from treatment under the
direction

= Circumstances in which further advice should be sought from a doctor

= Appropriate dosage and maximum total dosage, quantity, pharmaceutical form
and strength, route, frequency and duration of administration.

= Relevant warnings, including potential adverse reactions
= Record keeping arrangements
= Names and signatures of the individuals permitted to administer under the PGD

= The signatures of the Chair of the LASCSC, Medical Director and a Senior
Pharmacist

= The signature of the Chief Executive

Authorised Persons

Registered paramedics trained and assessed as competent in the use of the
specified drug, and who have signed the signature sheet attached to each PGD are
authorised to administer that drug under PGDs.

At the discretion of the Medical Director other registered healthcare professionals
employed by the London Ambulance Service will be allowed to utilize PGDs.

Additional Guidance

All medicines will be stored in accordance with LAS Trust Policies and Procedures.
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Intended For all LAS staff but in particular registered paramedics,
Audience nurses and health care professionals.
Dissemination Available to all staff on the Pulse

Communications | Revised Procedure to be announced in the RIB and a link
provided to the document

Training Training on PGDs and this policy will be provided as an
integral part of the ECP course.

Monitoring Will be via the ECP Clinical Performance Indicators (CPIs) of
which PGD usage is an integral part.
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